** Algebra II Syllabus **

Teacher:  Mrs. Tran
Email:  trant@gcsnc.com
Phone:  (school) – 336.889.7905 ext. 2524  (alternate) – 336.259.8116
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Welcome to Algebra II!  In this course, students extend their understanding of algebraic topics.  Students study linear, quadratic and exponential functions along with their characteristics and graphs.  The relationship between these functions and their real world application is explored through the use of the graphing calculator.  Radical expressions, complex numbers, polynomials, matrices, rational and logarithmic expressions are additional topics of study.
The State of North Carolina has made Algebra II an EOC class.   This means students must achieve a level 3 or 4 on the EOC in order to be considered proficient.  To assist you this semester, I am available in the morning from 7:30 to 8:15 and Tuesday afternoon from 3:35 to 5:00 PM, unless other wise announced.  This time can be used for tutoring, re-test, for make-up time, or for detention

Rules and Expectations:

Be On Time:


You are expected to be inside the classroom and either working, or getting your materials ready when the tardy bell rings.  Standing outside the classroom door when the bell rings IS considered being tardy whether you have already been inside to drop your things off or not.  Do not ask to be excused to go to the restroom or your locker.  There is ample time between classes to take care of your personal needs.  Needing to leave the room for any reason other than a TRUE emergency will result in you receiving additional tardies.  My tardy policy is as follows, please be aware that it may not be the same as that of your other teachers.  


1st Tardy – Warning
2nd Tardy – Call home
3rd Tardy – After school detention
Be Prepared:


You are expected to have ALL materials you need for class each day with you inside the classrooms at all times.  Your notebook and textbook will be used DAILY and there is absolutely no excuse for not having them with you at all times.  Materials you will need for this class:


1 – 2” three ring binder


6 labeled dividers


Loose Leaf Paper


Graphing Calculator (TI-83/TI-83plus)


Pen/Pencils etc.


Whiteboard markers

Be polite:


I expect you to participate, respond and ask relevant questions on a daily basis.  I expect you to be able to work along side each other, as individuals, as partners, and as groups on a regular basis.  Working together is a privilege that you can benefit greatly from, but it will be revoked if the CLASS cannot do it in an acceptable manner.  I try to create an atmosphere in my classroom that is lighthearted and enjoyable for everyone, and while you’re here I am sure there will be many opportunities for us to laugh and enjoy ourselves however, it’s important that what needs to get done actually gets done, and that everyone understands that when it’s time to work it’s time to work.  


This classroom is run on respect…you’ll get back what you give.  Your conduct in this classroom should reflect respect for the classroom, the teacher, your fellow students and yourself at all times.  This is your education.  (This includes being on time, your attitude and behavior, and using proper and acceptable language at all times).  


There is absolutely NO cell phone or any electronic device during class time.  This is Rule # 27 in the Student Handbook.  My policy is as follow:

1st Time – Warning
2nd Time – Take up for the day
3rd Time – Take up & parent need to come pick up.

Absent/Tardy Policy:


I will follow the outline of GCS absentee policy, which can be found in the student handbook.  Every three tardies equals one absence and more than three absences without make-up time will cause a failure in the course.  Your child will need to be responsible about their absences.  I encourage you to please be ware of this policy, and do not allow your child to wait until the end of the semester to make-up their absences.  Make-up time will be 45 minutes for each absent per class after three absences.
Break Policy:

Each student will be given 10 bathroom/water passes for the semester.  Any left over passes will earn students points on their grade at the end of the semester.  Unless it is an emergency, there is no need for them to use their passes.  There is time for you to take care of your personal needs during class change.

Homework:



Homework assignments will be given on a daily basis.  These assignments, along with test and quiz dates are already noted on the unit calendar posted in the back of the classroom.  All assignments should have your name and date on it.  Assignment should be properly labeled (If I don’t know what you are turning in, or who is turning it in the assignment will be considered garbage!).  If you are absent it is up to you to determine what assignments need to be made up and to turn them in within 3 days of your absence.  Completing daily homework assignments is vital to your success in this class.  Incomplete or late assignments are the primary cause of failure in this course!  



** Note:  I will not accept late homework..
Notebook/Binder:




A notebook is advice to be kept to put all your daily notes in so you can have guided practices and examples to look at when you have questions at home during your homework or it is a good resource to go back to when you need it.



A binder is also recommended so that you can put all your work in and to keep track of everything you are turning in for a grade.
Test/Quizzes:

Quizzes may be announced or unannounced.  Major tests will be given approximately every 8-10 days and will be cumulative.  You will be given at least three days notice before every major test.  You will also be given a test breakdown at that time to guide you in your studying.  MOST tests and quizzes can also be retaken for the average of the previous scores but must done so within 5 days after it have been return to you.  Anyone who misses a major test or quiz will need to schedule a time before or after school to make it up within the allotted time frame of 5 days.
Grading:

Your final class grades will be divided into the following 5 categories and calculated using the averages shown below:



Tests…………………………………………………………………………..35%

Quizzes………………………………………………………………………...20%



Homework……………………………………………………………..…….20%





Participation/Classwork ……………………………………………………25%
 
    (Participation grade is calculated as follows:  Each class period is worth 3 points.  You lose points for the following things:  
     Tardies = -1 point
Absences = -2 points    Head down/Sleeping = -4
 Talking = -1 point each.)

KEEP IN MIND, I DO NOT GIVE GRADE, YOU EARN THEM.

HELP!!

This class moves quickly and it’s critical that you get the help you need the moment you need it.  PLEASE do not wait to ask for help.  I am available for extra help usually 45 minutes before school starts AND for an hour and a half after school every Tuesday.  There is absolutely no excuse for failure if you are willing to make use of all the extra help options that are available to you.

Questions/Concerns:

This syllabus will prepare you for our semester together.  It is important that you understand it in its entirety.  Do not lose this syllabus as it will be of assistance throughout the semester and has many of my policies listed within its contents.  If you have any questions, feel free to ask me either directly, by phone at the school, 885-7905 ext. 2524, or email me at trant@gcsnc.com and I will answer your question as quickly as possible.  Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions or concerns. 
FYI:

As far as grades go, you will receive an “unofficial” progress report after every major unit test.  



“Official” progress reports will be given to students and/or sent home 3 weeks into each quarter, at midterm and approximately two weeks before the end of the grading period.  Official progress reports require that students return them to me with a parent signature, which is generally counted as a major quiz grade.  You may request an average from me at anytime, and if an up-to-date average is not available at that time I will return an accurate class average within two school days.
Please and complete this sheet and return it to me as soon as possible.  A copy of the syllabus is available on the school website and will be provided a hard copy at your request.  Thank you.

http://www.academyatcentral.com/splash.html
Parents/Guardians, it is important that we keep in touch as much as possible.  My email is trant@gcsnc.com or I can be reach at the school number 336-885-7905.  It is important that you read this syllabus and understand the following:

· No cell phone or electronic device usage.
· There will be a NO late Homework Policy.
· Three tardies is equivalent to one absence and any absence (including those from tardies) over 3 will need to be made up.

· I am available in the morning (7:30 am - 8:15 am) and Tuesday (3:35 pm – 5:00 pm) for assistance.  Please encourage your child to seek help the minute he/she needs it.  I am also available upon request.
· This is an EOC class and the final will count as 25% of their overall grade.
By signing this, I have read and understand the expectations listed above and on the syllabus pages.

______________________________

____________________________

Student





Parent/Guardian

Please provide below your home phone number, work number, and when would be the best time to contact you if necessary.

Home Phone Number: _________________________________

Work Number: ____________________________________

Work Schedule: _________________________________________________________

Best time to contact you: ___________________________________________

Email Address (Optional): ___________________________________________________

Calculator Agreement

This course requires the extensive use of a TI-83/84 or TI-83 Plus graphing calculator.  There are many topics and concepts which will be taught solely using this piece of technology.  While in my classroom all students will be provided with a calculator to use if they cannot provide their own.  Some calculators are also available for overnight checkout to provide students with the assistance they may need to complete homework assignments and projects throughout the semester.  It is important that both the student, and their parents understand that it is the student’s responsibility to safe guard the calculator when it is in their possession.  By signing below you, and your student, understand that they will be charged for the loss of the calculator, or any damage done to the calculator while it is in their possession.  A fee of $90 will be charged (or added to their fee list) to cover the cost of replacing the calculator.

___________________________________

____________________________________

Student Name





Parent/Guardian Name

___________________________________

____________________________________

Student Signature




Parent/Guardian Signature
